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Annotation. The article is devoted to the study of the practice of modern Chinese and
Ukrainian universities in international cooperation and academic exchanges development. The
analysis of scientific literature regarding the research problem has been conducted. The
purpose of the article is to suggest the ways to improve international cooperation and academic
exchanges between the universities of the People's Republic of China and Ukraine. Based on the
conducted research, it is concluded that the exchange and cooperation in education for
international students serve as a key indicator of a country’s advanced education system and
openness to the world. As a distinct group within higher education, universities should develop
specific cultivation goals and educational methods tailored for these students. With the
increasing educational exchanges between Ukraine and China, more Ukrainian students are
showing interest in China, and interactions between teachers and students from both countries
are becoming more frequent, thereby enhancing bilateral educational cooperation. To
strengthen educational interactions between universities in both countries, it is essential to
leverage government scholarships, increase the number of exchange students, establish a
strong brand for educational cooperation, and boost the international visibility of higher
education institutions. This will facilitate the better implementation of international education
exchange and cooperation programs. In summary, international exchanges and cooperation
among universities are crucial for advancing the internationalization of universities and serve
as a key metric for their international development. As Ukraine and China continue to enhance
their educational exchanges, both countries are encouraging teachers to develop international
educational programmes in popular specialities such as engineering and medicine. This not
only shapes the future direction of education but also helps universities achieve educational
excellence. Cultivating high-level, innovative talents with international perspectives and
competitiveness is a shared goal of educational cooperation between the two countries.

Keywords: interntional cooperation, academic exchanges, university, suggestions for
improvement, China, Ukrain, Sino-Ukrainian experience.

P03BMTOK cniBnpali Ta akageMiyHUX OOMiHiB: Npono3uii 1040 NOKpaleHHA
KHUTAUCbKO-YKPaiHCbKOro AOCBigy

AHoTanig. CtaTTd npUCBAYEHA BUBYEHHIO IPAKTUKHA Cy4YaCHUX KUTAWCbKUX Ta
YKpalHCbKUX VHIBEpCUTETIB 100 PO3BUTKY MIDKHApPOJHOTO CIHiBpOOITHULTBA Ta
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akajJieMiyHux 00MiHiB. [I[poBeeHO aHaJi3 HAYKOBOI JliTepaTypHu 3 MPoO6JeMU JOC/TiPKEHHS.
MeTa cTaTTi — 3anpONOHYBATH IJISIXA BJOCKOHAJIEHHSI Mi>)KHApO/HOTO CHiBpPOOGITHUIITBA Ta
aKa/ieMiyHUX 00MiHiB Mixk yHiBepcuTeTaMu Kutaucekoi Hapoanoi Pecniy6.1iku Ta Ykpainu. Ha
OCHOBI IpOBEIEHOT0 AOC/iPKEHHSI 3p06JIeHO BUCHOBOK, 1110 0O6MiH Ta CIiBNpals B OCBITi AJis
IHO3€MHUX CTYZ€HTIB € KJIIOYOBUM INOKa3HUKOM IPOrPECUBHOCTI CUCTEMU OCBITU KpaiHU Ta
BiIKPUTOCTI /10 CBiTYy. YHiBEpCUTETHU NOBUHHI pO3POOUTH KOHKPETHI 11iJli B4OCKOHAJIEHHS Ta
OCBiTHI MeTO/IH, aflalTOBaHi [0 I[UX CTY/IeHTiB. Pa3oM 3i 36i/b1lIeHHAM OCBITHiX 06MiHIB Mix
YkpaiHotwo Ta KuTaeMm Bce 6i/blile yKpalHCbKUX CTYZEHTIB BUABJAITH iHTepec A0 KuTarw, a
CHIJIKYBaHHSI MiXK BHUKJIaZadyaMHM Ta CTyJleHTaMM 3 000X KpaiH CcTa€ JejaJji 4yacTilluM, 110
CIpUSIE PO3LUIUPEHHIO JIBOCTOPOHHBOI OCBiTHBOI cmiBopani. Ilo6 3MiHUTH OCBITHIO
B3a€EMOJIil0 MiXK yHiBepcuTeTaMHd 000X KpaiH, Ba)XJIMBO BHKOPUCTOBYBATH JeprKaBHi
CTUIEH/Iil, 301/IbIIUTH KIJIbKICTb CTYZIeHTiB 10 06MiHYy, CTBOPUTH MillHUM OGpeH/, /1J1s1 0CBITHBOI
crniBmpani Ta NiABUIIMTH MDKHApPOAHY BUAWMICTb 3aK/Ja/iB BUILOI OCBITU. lle crnpuatume
Kpalii peasisariii nporpamM Mi>kHapoJHOTO OCBITHbOrO 00OMiHy Ta cniBmpaili. TakuM YUHOM,
Mi>KHapo/iHi 0OMiHHM Ta CIiBNpalsd MiXK yHiBepCcHTeTaMHU MalTh BUpilllaJbHe 3HAYEHHS AJIs
NIpOCYBaHHA iHTepHaLlioHai3aLil yHIBEepCUTETIB i C/Iy»KaTb KJAIOYOBUM ITIOKA3HUKOM iXHBOT'O
MiXKHapoHOT0 po3BUTKY. OcKiJibku YKpaiHa Ta Kutail npo/oB>Xyl0Tb PO3BUTOK CHiBIpalii 3
MeTOl 30i/bllleHHs akKaZieMiYHUX OOMiHiB, 06MJBi KpaiHM 3a0X04YyOTb BUKJI3JayiB /0
pPO3pOOKU Mi>KHApPOJHUX OCBITHIX mporpam 3a NOMyJISPHUMU CHEeLiaJIbHOCTSMH, Cepe]; IKUX
K iHXeHepis Ta MeJuuuHa. lle He sulle BU3HAayae MaWOyTHIA HaNpsIMOK OCBiTH, ase U
JloOTIOMarae€ yHiBepcuTeTaM JOCATTU LOCKOHAJIOCTI. Ky/JIbTUBYBaHHS iHHOBAL[iIMHUX TaJIaHTIB
BUCOKOTO piBHA 3 MDKHApOJHUMHU IIepClIEKTHUBAMU Ta KOHKYPEHTOCIPOMOXKHICTIO € CIIIJIbBHOIO
METOI0 OCBITHbOI CIiBIIpali Mi>k iIBOMa KpalHaMHU.

KiwuoBi cioBa: MixkHapojHe cHiBpOGITHUITBO, akaJieMiuHi OOMiHM, YHiBepCHUTET,
npono3ulii 1o/10 BAocKoHaseHHs, KuTal, YKkpaiHa, KUTalCbKO-YKpaiHCbKUH [JOCBI/I.

Introduction

In contemporary times, there is a growing recognition of the importance of modernizing
education and the critical role of science and technology in national revitalization and talent
fortification. The competition for talent development and educational resources is intrinsically
linked to the escalating global competitiveness. In today’s multipolar world, education is
increasingly oriented towards globalization. The cultivation and training of talent, along with
the enhancement of educational development, are pressing issues that universities globally
must address.

Universities often organize faculty and student participation in international exchange
programs, foster development cooperation between institutions, and engage in various
academic exchanges to improve operations and advance institutional development.
Furthermore, these activities help establish the academic framework necessary for nurturing
innovative talent with a global perspective.

T
h
e

The formulation of article purpose. On the basis of the completed research, to suggest the
ways to improve international cooperation and academic exchanges between the universities
of the People's Republic of China and Ukraine.

a

| Results

y International cooperation and educational exchanges between Ukraine and China are
well-established legally and have various channels, though there are areas that require ongoing
improvement and enhancement. Since diplomatic relations were established, cooperation has
been increasing, but it remains at a moderate level overall. There is a need to further strengthen
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cooperation and exchanges to foster a conducive environment for the advancement of
international education between the two nations and to continue expanding the potential and
opportunities for collaboration. The educational systems and resources of Ukraine and China
complement each other well, and the foundation of their cooperation is strong, with a mutual
understanding already in place.

With the rise of a knowledge-based economy and the benefits of education and human
resources, countries are increasingly competing for comprehensive national power [1; 2].
Consequently, Ukrainian and Chinese universities need to establish a long-term, stable, and
effective cooperation mechanism. This involves expanding mutual benefits and
complementarities, providing opportunities and facilities for collaboration, leveraging future
educational development potential, and broadening the scope of academic exchanges. It is
essential to identify the most effective cooperation methods within existing partnerships,
implement mutually beneficial academic exchange programs, continuously expand
cooperation, and enhance the level of collaboration. This gradual approach aims to achieve a
high level of comprehensive cooperation within the education system.

The creation of intermediary organizations to support the implementation of cooperation
and exchange projects is a common international practice [4]. Currently, it is an essential
strategic tool for educational and academic exchanges between Ukraine and China. Both
countries have their own strengths in educational and academic development. For high-profile
and large-scale universities, multiple information channels allow for quick and direct
cooperation without intermediaries. However, many small and medium-sized colleges and
universities in both countries lack the same strength and information channels as high-profile
institutions. They require intermediary organizations to facilitate communication, broaden
cooperation and exchange programs, identify potential partners and projects, and build mutual
trust. Therefore, establishing various intermediary institutions involving scholars, social
organizations, and diplomats, and widely sharing information, will make it easier to find
suitable partners and cooperation projects, creating conditions and opportunities for increased
cooperation in the future.

Enhancing exchanges and direct cooperation between local schools is a crucial
strategy for both Ukraine and China. Following the liberalization of their education
systems, local schools in both countries have gained significant independence and
autonomy. To address regional development imbalances, both developed and
underdeveloped regions are actively seeking partners and cooperative projects, both
domestically and internationally, to reduce disparities [7].

During economic restructuring and reorganization, there are numerous opportunities for
capital financing and technology transfer between the two regions [10]. Interaction between
developed regions, as well as between developed and less developed regions, can foster strong
alliances and mutual cooperation. Expanding exchanges and cooperation between Ukraine and
China at the local level can also help address biases favoring the Western market, which often
lacks many urgently needed projects. The widespread use of network information technology
provides an effective platform for universities to engage in internationalization and offer online
services to create new international education markets. As the process of networking education
accelerates among universities, between universities and society, and across different
countries and regions, many universities are offering degree and virtual courses online,
conducting distance education and cyber-academic conferences, and collaborating on virtual
schooling with universities in other countries. This expansion enhances the scope of education
and encourages universities to participate more actively in internationalization.

Finding top-tier educational partners is challenging. To accelerate internationalization, many
local universities have started hiring foreign teachers, initiating joint training programs with foreign
universities, and engaging in various international exchanges and collaborations. However, it remains



AKAJIEMIYHI BI3II

Bunyck 35/2024

difficult for these universities to assess the quality of the foreign teachers they hire and the prestige
of the foreign universities they partner with. Simply increasing the number of foreign teachers and
collaborations does not necessarily lead to greater internationalization. Many local universities face
challenges in finding first-class educational partners due to funding limitations and their own
conditions. Consequently, identifying world-class partners and enhancing the internationalization
efforts of local universities remains a significant challenge for university foreign affairs staff. Both
Ukrainian and Chinese universities have recognized this issue and have made adjustments to improve
their foreign teaching resources.

The unique nature of foreign affairs work in colleges and universities often involves multiple
departments, necessitating coordinated efforts across the entire institution [9]. Currently, most foreign
affairs departments at both school and departmental levels in major universities are staffed by
personnel from other administrative departments. These positions are often seen as formalities, with
staff being assigned without professional foreign affairs training and frequently transferred. The
number and quality of personnel vary significantly. Many faculty members have incorrect attitudes
towards participating in foreign-related work, unclear objectives and tasks, and lack effective
supervision and guidance. This results in an inability to identify and solve problems in foreign-related
work promptly, and a shortage of faculty and management staff suited to the needs of an
internationalized educational environment.

As society evolves, educational reforms deepen, and higher education becomes more
internationalized, the connections between schools and various societal sectors and fields are
expanding. School organizations must not only coordinate relationships within their own
environment but also with relevant sectors, groups, or individuals in other countries, aligning
with the trend of internationalization. Additionally, as schools gain more autonomy and resume
independent management mechanisms, their reliance on educational administration and
administrative directives will diminish. Schools must depend on their own strengths and
communication activities for survival and development.

Foreign affairs management in colleges and universities plays a crucial role in this context.
It serves as the primary interface for international contact and communication and acts as a vital
bridge for international academic and cultural exchanges.

The management of foreign affairs in universities has become a crucial element in enhancing
institutional operations, improving teaching quality, and supporting higher education reforms and the
national strategy of development through science and education. It is also essential for the
internationalization of universities. Local universities and colleges must promote internationalization
while staying current and actively innovating to achieve sustainable development driven by
internationalization. This aspect is central to educational development cooperation between the two
countries.

Globalization has normalized the international exchange of technology and talent. Foreign
universities often extend opportunities to China’s top students and educators, while domestic
universities face increasing competition in attracting students, strengthening faculty, building
their brand, and improving education quality. When universities encounter challenges such as
student crises, brain drain, and lagging discipline development, enhancing their
competitiveness through international education becomes the essential path to overcoming
these obstacles.

Firstly, universities face the pressure of fulfilling their social functions, which include
talent cultivation, scientific research, and community service. These functions need to be
strengthened through ongoing international exchanges, cooperation, and innovative
development. Secondly, funding pressures arise due to insufficient government investment in
higher education, making it challenging for universities to cope with rising education costs.
Thirdly, employment pressures exist as the competitive job market not only affects graduates
but also leads to constant reshuffling within universities. Lastly, the pressure of talent and
technology is significant, as the stability of university faculties and disciplines depends on the
institution’s ability to provide a conducive environment for growth and a platform for
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international integration. The development of university faculty and disciplinary strength
hinges on the university’s capacity to offer a supportive environment and opportunities for
global engagement [6; 11].

People-to-people and cultural exchanges serve as a crucial bridge in international
relations. To advance educational cooperation and academic exchanges between countries, it is
essential to foster a sense of cultural identity. Cultural exchanges are the primary means of
building these connections, which also support political and economic development between
nations. Different audiences have varying needs and perceptions of Chinese culture, which
should not be limited to surface-level elements like dragon and lion dances, paper-cutting,
Chinese knots, and martial arts. There are deeper cultural values embedded within these
traditions that are significant in China’s modernization, internationalization, and scientific
education.

Therefore, alongside educational cooperation, we should enhance the impact of language
and cultural teaching and actively develop the cultural industry for the Ukrainian market. This
includes sharing Chinese cultural and artistic works such as songs, dances, paintings, films, and
TV shows that reflect contemporary themes. Both countries can translate and share distinctive
classics and renowned works. For instance, the Ukrainian language department of China Radio
and Television International is working to promote mutual understanding. The bilingual book
“Chinese Historical Stories” has been well-received by children and adults in both Ukraine and
China.

As cultural ties deepen, China’s rich history, cultural resources, and scientific education
will be showcased through music, animation, and film. This will help more Ukrainians
appreciate and understand Chinese culture, encouraging them to study and exchange in China,
and gain a comprehensive understanding of its development.

Ancient Chinese civilization continues to rejuvenate itself. Besides the renowned four
great inventions, in May 2017, young people from 20 countries along the “Belt and Road”
initiative identified the “Four New Chinese Inventions”: high-speed rail, scan code payment,
shared bicycles, and online shopping. These innovations are particularly advanced in China and
have significantly influenced other countries. Recently, China has focused on effectively sharing
its stories, spreading its voice, and fostering diverse cooperation. Comprehensive promotion of
cultural fields naturally leads to educational cooperation. Presenting China in a way that
resonates with Ukrainians will enhance the appeal of bilateral cooperation.

For Ukraine, academic cooperation and mutual benefits with China are closely linked to
the Confucius Institutes. Utilizing the Confucius Institutes’ platform is crucial for promoting
cooperation. Since their global establishment, these institutes have sparked a widespread
interest in learning Chinese among foreign friends. Competitions like the “Chinese Language
Association” and “Chinese Bridge” have also attracted global participants eager to learn Chinese
and explore Chinese culture.

China’s “One Belt, One Road” initiative has garnered support from countries along the
route and beyond. Among Xi Jinping’s “five links”—policy communication, road connectivity,
unimpeded trade, currency circulation, and people-to-people connectivity—the Ilatter
emphasizes exchanges and cooperation in the humanities, forming the social foundation for the
initiative. Confucius Institutes must seize development opportunities, accurately define their
roles, and promote cultural exchange and understanding between Chinese and other cultures.
They should aim to become key platforms for cultural exchange along the “Belt and Road.”

Operating overseas, Confucius Institutes teach Chinese and organize cultural activities
locally. However, their role should extend beyond teaching; they should also serve as cultural
exchange platforms, spreading Chinese culture within foreign cultural contexts. To enhance
their operations and ensure sustainable development, many Chinese scholars are now focusing
on evaluating the communication effectiveness of Confucius Institutes and discussing their
communication strategies.
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China’s “One Belt, One Road” initiative has garnered support from countries along and
beyond its route. Among Xi Jinping’s “five links” - policy communication, road connectivity,
unimpeded trade, currency circulation, and people-to-people connectivity - the latter
emphasizes exchanges and cooperation in the humanities, forming the social foundation for the
initiative. Confucius Institutes must seize development opportunities, accurately define their
roles, and promote cultural exchange and understanding between Chinese and other cultures.
They should aim to become key platforms for cultural exchange along the “Belt and Road”.

Operating overseas, Confucius Institutes teach Chinese and organize cultural activities
locally. However, their role should extend beyond teaching; they should also serve as cultural
exchange platforms, spreading Chinese culture within foreign cultural contexts. To enhance
their operations and ensure sustainable development, many Chinese scholars are now focusing
on evaluating the communication effectiveness of Confucius Institutes and discussing their
communication strategies.

Over the years, the Confucius Institutes in Ukraine have significantly advanced in teaching
Chinese and promoting Chinese culture. They have become key platforms for cultural exchanges
between Ukraine and China, strengthening the friendship between the two peoples. Many Ukrainians
are eager to learn Chinese at these institutes, make Chinese friends, and immerse themselves in
Chinese culture. For younger audiences, the Confucius Institutes in Ukraine can leverage new media
platforms to disseminate information.

Given the open and interactive nature of social media, engaging young people through its strong
interactivity and participatory features can enhance the Confucius Institutes’ influence and
interaction. As new media continually transforms communication and idea exchange, Confucius
Institutes, as central players in 21st-century communication and cooperation, are exploring all facets
of their development and improvement. To thrive in the new media environment, Confucius Institutes
must adapt to and utilize new media characteristics to support their growth, focusing on brand
communication and influence.

In addition to educational and research collaborations between mainland China and Ukrainian
universities, there is a growing number of Ukrainian students and exchange students in the remote
western Xinjiang region.

For instance, each year, dozens of exchange students from Xinjiang University of Finance
and Economics, majoring in Chinese International Education, travel to Ukraine. Universities in
China’s Xinjiang region, along with Ukraine’s Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv and
V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University, are enhancing their cooperation by addressing
language barriers and expanding collaboration across various academic fields. This aims to
foster high-level talent development through course teaching, scientific research projects, and
internships.

However, there are significant challenges in the exchanges and cooperation between
Ukrainian and Chinese universities. They lack deep mutual understanding and have limited
substantive cooperation. The cooperative training of high-level talents is often confined to a
single subject area, small in scale, and lacks diversity in its forms. Language barriers further
limit the depth and breadth of these cooperative training programs.

The initial step for Chinese students studying in Ukraine involves language education.
Before formally entering a Ukrainian university, students must complete a year of preparatory
language education, which includes learning Ukrainian history, geography, and culture. This
helps Chinese students quickly understand Ukrainian culture and history but also adds to the
difficulty of high-level talent training programs. High-level educational exchange personnel
often do not have the time to spend a year on preparatory studies and obtaining a preparatory
diploma.

To address this, it is recommended to promote English education in the Kyiv region while
developing essential Ukrainian language skills. Students should have the option to choose
between Ukrainian or English in their pre-professional courses. The advantages and
disadvantages of Ukrainian as a less commonly spoken language in China are notable.
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Emphasizing the complementarity of languages between the two countries is crucial in
language learning.

The image and quality of a nation’s citizens significantly contribute to the country’s overall
image. Individual behavior can influence how Ukrainian nationals perceive China. Therefore,
improving the quality of citizens through education and increasing investment in education is crucial.
Additionally, establishing a supervision mechanism for Ukrainian overseas chambers of commerce
is necessary to ensure honest business practices, promote public charities, uphold moral values, and
enhance the overall quality of the population. This reflects the education level and quality of the
Chinese people.

In his book “National Image Communication”, Kun Zhang highlights several issues in China’s
foreign communication, primarily the high alignment between China’s media system and its political
context. This alignment makes it challenging for China’s foreign communication media to adapt to
the rapidly changing international landscape, often resulting in biased reporting. Environmental
issues are among the most negative perceptions of China held by Ukrainian nationals.

Ukrainians are keen to learn about modern, authentic China, but their understanding is often
shaped by the communicator’s perspective and needs. In the fast-evolving Internet age, it is essential
to enhance cooperation between Chinese and Ukrainian media, focusing on creating language media
for Ukrainians and improving the originality, debut rate, and reach of news and information.

Additionally, based on this media cooperation, the future development of the Silk Road
Economic Belt should be depicted in films and other cultural products that reflect China’s current
national conditions. These should be broadcast by Ukrainian partner media to help Ukrainians
understand the mutual development and benefits of China-Ukraine cooperation, fostering people-to-
people communication. Such cultural products will allow Ukrainians to learn about the promising
future of bilateral cooperation, promoting mutual understanding. Media interaction between the two
countries will also help reduce stereotypes that Chinese people may have about Ukraine.

Ukraine boasts a vast land area, abundant resources, and rich educational offerings in fields
such as music, painting, and aviation. Its strategic location and affordable living costs make it an
attractive destination for studying. Challenging the traditional view of Ukraine as backward and poor,
enhancing the image of both nations and their kind, honest, and enthusiastic customs can improve
mutual understanding of the academic environment and foster educational cooperation.

Additionally, educators from both countries should collaborate to develop international courses
tailored to their educational strengths and continuously update these courses. Strengthening
interactions and exchanges between teachers and students, and jointly developing courses in
specialized fields, will help create effective solutions. Enhancing international talent training
programs, sharing educational resources, and cultivating high-quality, innovative talents will
facilitate mutual learning and integration of Chinese and Ukrainian cultures, thereby promoting
international exchanges and cooperation among universities.

Conclusion

The exchange and cooperation in education for international students is a key indicator
of a country’s advanced education system and openness to the world. As a unique group within
higher education, universities should develop specific cultivation goals and educational
methods for these students. With the increasing educational exchanges between Ukraine and
China, more Ukrainian students are showing interest in China, and interactions between
teachers and students from both countries are becoming more frequent, enhancing bilateral
educational cooperation. To strengthen educational interactions between universities in both
countries, it is essential to leverage government scholarships, increase the number of exchange
students, establish a strong brand for educational cooperation, and boost the international
visibility of higher education institutions. This will facilitate better implementation of
international education exchange and cooperation programs.

In summary, international exchanges and cooperation among universities are crucial for
advancing the internationalization of universities and serve as a key metric for their
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international development. As Ukraine and China continue to enhance their educational
exchanges, both countries are encouraging teachers to develop international curriculum
systems in key subjects like engineering and medicine. This not only shapes the future direction
of education but also helps universities achieve educational excellence. Cultivating high-level,
innovative talents with international perspectives and competitiveness is a shared goal of
educational cooperation between the two countries.
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